Introduction to Permaculture
Presentation for Soil School 2017
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What is Permaculture?

~ It is a design system for human settlement based on context.

~ Guided by the native ecology, we design our agricultural systems,
gardens, lifestyle choices, and communities for good stewardship
of our resources.

~ We begin with a thoughtful site analysis. We determine
the unique climatic considerations, resources, limiting factors,
to guide meeting the needs of inhabitants onsite.

~ Permaculture design strives to meet human

needs locally while caring for the other ( goe
species and neighboring communities. ' ':i: *’* L

Similar to the relationship of indigenous cultures with their
blace, our resilience comes from understanding & embracing our interdependance.
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“Permaculture is a philosophy of
working with. rather than against
nature: of protracted &
thoughtful observation rather
than protracted & thoughtless
action: of looking at systems in
all their functions rather than
asking only one vield of them &
of allowing systems to
demonstrate their own
evolutions.”

Bill Mollison
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b The Prime Directive of Permaculture: &0
* 4 The only ethical decision

" IS to take responsibility

N for our own existence and
that of our children.




They paved Paradise and put up a Parking Lot......
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HEPA Farmer Field School,
Ha Tinh Province,
Vietnam
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Maya Mountain Research Farm,
Tledo District, Belize




Portland, OR Jan

Feb March April

Know your Climate:

Hardiness zone: 8b
(15 - 20 degrees F)

Average high temp. in
summer: /7 degrees

Average low temp. in
winter: 38 degrees

Record High Temp. = 107

F
Record Low Temp. =-3F

Average first frost:

October |8
Average last frost: April 26

June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec

High Temp:
Low Temp:

Precip.:

Annual Rainfall: 37.5”

74 62 Ly 45
Ly 44 38 34
1.8 2.7 53 6.1
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* | in 4 children do not have enough to eat.
* Many individuals who struggle with hunger are working and not homeless.
* More than 2 million rural households experience food insecurity.

* Hunger is increasing at an alarming rate in America.
Source: Feeding America: http://feedingamerica.crgfhunger-in-america.aspx




Desigh From Patterns to Details

Eggs, fruit, and vegetables have the most volatile prices

Fresh vegetables

Beef and veal
Average absolute Cereals and bakery
percent change in Dairy

prices, 1987-2007 Fish and seafood
Processed fruit & vegetables
All food
Poultry
Fats and oils
Sugar and sweets
Nonalcoholic beverages

1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0

Source: ERS calculations using Bureau of Labor Statistics' Consumer Price Index data.



Bunny Love Carrots,
New Cuyama, CA
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