
Slugs and Snails:   

 
Know Your Enemy 

Claudia Groth  
 

Master Gardener Program Instructor  
claudia.groth.us@gmail.com 



Slugs and 
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What are 
they good 

for?  
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The banana slug is a native  

Forest dweller  
not a garden pest  

Ariolimax columbianus  

Robin Rosetta 

Oregon State University 



The colorful European Red Slug  

Comes in many colors 

Arion rufus  

 

Note red òskirtó 
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A cannibal ð Great Gray Garden Slug  

Leopard spots ð tiger stripes  

Limax maximus 



The bad guy ð Gray Garden Slug 

Smallest ð very destructive  

Deroceras reticulatum  



Interesting ð shelled slug  

Testacella haliotidea 

Photos: Ron Oberg  



More every day! Brown Garden Snail  

Cornu aspersum 
(formerly Cantareus aspersus, Helix aspersa, and Cryptomphalus aspersus)  



Not to be mistaken for  . . .  

© 2005 Kristiina Ovaska  

Pacific Sideband 

Monadenia fidelis  

Brown Garden Snail 

Cornu aspersum 
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http://oregonstate.edu/dept/nurspest/brown_garden_snail closeup.htm

